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Peninsula Federation 2012 National Loch Style Qualifier

The annual qualifier, sponsored by Snowbee UK Plymouth that decides 
who goes on to the National Final at Bewl Water in September, was held in 
the beautiful setting of Blagdon Lake, Somerset on Sunday 29th April. Loch 
Style fishing is in boats that have 2 anglers and drift freely with the wind.
The event took place in what was probably the worst conditions of the year 
so far, with local flooding and trees being brought down by high winds. This 
delayed the start of the fishing with anglers being diverted from normal 
routes.
This year’s entrants included 4 members of the Commonwealth Fly Fishing 
Team who have just returned from New Zealand and who won the silver 
medal in these championships. There were also World and European team 
members making this the strongest field to date.
 With the high winds most anglers went out with sinking lines and ‘pulling’ 
lures and this did work for most anglers, several anglers decided to stick 
with their preferred method of floating lines and nymphs and this also 
worked. The top bag on the day went to Stockport angler John Tyzack with  
8 fish and a total bag weight of 26lbs 10ozs, this included a magnificent 
rainbow of 7lbs 7ozs. John is a former National Rivers Champion on 6 
occasions and has also represented England in 2 Loch Style 
Internationals. John caught his fish using sinking lines and a mixture of 
pulling and nymphing tactics. The top angler from the Peninsula region and 
winning the Snowbee perpetual trophy for the second time was Snowbee 
UK Marketing Manager Simon Kidd, Simon had caught his fish by 11.35 
and then had to sit out the rain and wind in the boat until the end of the 
competition. A total of 34 anglers took part recording a rod average of 4.5 
fish per angler and with 26 fish over 3lbs in weight.
Due to weather conditions several anglers were forced to cut short their 
fishing and return to dry out and get warm in the lodge, this was made 
possible thanks to the forethought of Bristol Water in keeping the log fire 
going throughout the day and rangers on the boat dock assisting very cold 
anglers to safely leave the boats.
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