
Angling Trust TEFF Loch-Style Qualifiers FAQ’s – 2017 v1.0
Can I enter more than one Qualifier?
Yes, you can enter up to THREE qualifiers. Each entry will cost £30 plus fishing fees.

I notice that the qualifiers are divided into blocks, what is the purpose of this?
It is to give all entrants a chance to enter more than one qualifier from their geographical area. Entry cut off 
dates and start dates have generally been set to allow an entrant that thinks he has failed at an early heat to 
enter a subsequent heat. This is to ease the workload on the Q&NC. It is up to the entrant to manage his entry 
process carefully as no late entries will be taken and no refunds made. Please be aware of the differing entry 
dates and closing dates for each venue.

What happens if I enter more than one qualifier and finish in a position that I 
think will qualify me for the Final.
If you think you have qualified you can withdraw from subsequent heats but will not get a refund of any 
entry payment or fishing fee. It is essential, to avoid losing your fees, that you manage your entries carefully. 
If you are going to withdraw please inform the Q&NC at least 10 days before the heat is due to be fished so 
that any reserves from the official reserve list,  can be notified. SEE NOTE BELOW ON CONTACTING 
RESERVES.

Do I have to pay the same fee for all my qualifiers?
The same Fees apply to AT TEFF qualifiers.

Do I have to be an Angling Trust Member to fish a qualifier?
No, you only have to be a member to fish the Final. We would recommend you taking out Angling Trust 
membership to get your own personal Insurance.

Who decides on the venues that are used for the qualifiers and National Final and 
how many places will there be?
The location for the Final is decided by the AT TEFF Executive Committee and is based on major Reservoirs 
capable of hosting a large number of anglers. Each venue is used twice in an 8 year cycle. Each year’s final is 
chosen with regards to its match to either of the next years Internationals so there is not a strict once every 4 
years rota in place. The number of places at the final will be decided based upon the number of anglers that 
actually fish on the day NOT entries and also the number of rods in the National Final. The number of rods at 
the final will vary slightly to enable a more accurate calculation of the numbers progressing to be made. See 
below.

The venue I wish to fish is full, what can I do?
You can either elect to fish another venue or ask to be put on the official reserve list for that venue. Official 
Reserves will be contacted by a withdrawing angler who will ask for his fishing fees to be reimbursed. Entry 
fees will not be reimbursed. It is essential that your entry form has a valid contact phone number so you can 
be contacted at short notice. The Q&NC will not be involved in transacting between an angler who wishes to 
withdraw and a reserve other than providing contact details.

I notice there are several closing dates for entries, what is the purpose of that?
This is to encourage anglers to give serious thought to the entries they intend to make. This in turn will cut 
down on the administrative work that the Q&NC has to undertake. The dates and venues are set such that an 
angler can enter an early heat and if unsuccessful then to enter a following heat. Heats have also been 
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arranged to enable anglers to enter in their general geographical area. Once a heat is fully subscribed then your 
name will be added to the reserve list if a request is made to the Q&NC.

I am unhappy about the way the qualifiers are organised, how can I make my 
comments known and to whom?
The qualifiers are run by the AT TEFF so any comments should be passed to the AT TEFF Secretary or Q&NC 
for their consideration.

Why are we not told how many anglers will qualify for the final at the end of our 
heats?
The ratio of anglers fishing the Final is based on the number of competitive anglers fishing the qualifiers 
rather than the number of entries so this number will not be known until the final qualifier. It will also depend 
upon the number of rods in the final and if any anglers have already pre-qualified. As a very general rule and 
based on previous years, around 30% progress.

How will I know if I have qualified if the organiser is unable to tell us after the 
event?
Unfortunately that information will not be available until the last qualifier is completed – that is the downside 
of multiple entries.  This is a catch 22 situation that if there were a cut-off date at the end of March then a very 
good estimate could be made on the number of qualifiers. However this did not suit a lot of anglers who 
wanted later cut off dates so they could decide later if they wanted to enter a second/third time. So, to try and 
compromise the ratio will not be calculated until after the last qualifier so anglers will have to decide 
themselves if they are in a strong qualifying position or need to enter again. The current entry levels and 
results will be made available online at the AT TEFF web site for anglers to decide if they wish to enter again.

How is the final calculation done?
The calculation is fairly complex and is based on the numbers that fish each heat NOT the number that enter. 
We then look at how many anglers at the heat MAY have already pre -qualified and deduct that number from 
the number that fish. This is because these anglers may not be competing seriously – they may simply fish as 
if on a ‘pleasure day’. Once the last heat is fished we know the numbers of anglers that competed less the pre-
qualifiers. This number is then proportioned across the numbers in each heat. Eg. 300 fish in total and 100 
rods in the final giving a factor of 0.333r. If a heat has 30 fishing then the number going through will be 30 
times 0.333 = 10. It is rarely this simple and the calculation often throws up an answer of say 10.49. This 
would be rounded down to 10. Likewise 10.50 would be rounded up to 11 and so on. Sometimes this 
‘rounding’ means the total number of rods for the final does not come to 100. In this instance another 
calculation is done to find out which venues have the nearest to the next rounded up whole number. For 
example venue 1 has a figure of 10.34 and venue 2 has 10.29. Venue 1 is closest to 11 so would gain an extra 
place and so on. On occasion several venues have the same difference and in this instance the organiser may 
increase / decrease the number going through to the final so that the above calculation works correctly.

You have asked me to pay my entry fee and fishing fee at the same time – why? 
What if I am a season ticket holder?
This is to save admin time and makes the whole payment process easier. The local organiser will NOT take 
any entry or fishing fees. These must all be paid when you enter to the Q&NC via the on-line form and 
payment system. (Paper forms available on request). The Q&NC will arrange for the fishing fees to be paid to 
the fishery. If you are a season ticket holder at one of the venues you will still be required to pay the full entry 
and fishing fee. It is your responsibility to re-claim your fishing fee from the fishery.
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Why did you set a minimum entry of 20 anglers? 
We	would	prefer	in	future	and	to	cut	down	on	administra3on	to	have	slightly	less	venues	with	larger	
par3cipant	numbers.	To	achieve	this	it	was	decided	to	have	a	minimum	entry	requirement	at	any	one	venue	
of	20	anglers.  However in	the	extended	Regions, for example the north east and south east reduced	
minimum	entry	will	be	allowed	so as not to disaffect regional	entries.

‘Carry overs’ used to be allowed are they going to be reinstated?
‘Carry overs’ is an emotive subject and is under constant review by the AT TEFF Exec, currently International 
results do not seem to support the need for them.

What happens to the entry fee, is it ring fenced for the Loch Style Teams within 
AT?
Yes. The entry income is ringed fenced and used to support all our AT TEFF teams.

Are the rules across all qualifiers going to be standardised? Will strict 
International Rules be applied?
The qualifiers will be fished to the rules published on the AT TEFF web site and in the document ‘ Guidance 
Notes for loch-style entrants’ but there may be a few local changes dictated by the Fishery. Entrants	should	
familiarise	themselves	with	the	fishery	rules	as	well	as	local	rules.	This	includes	for	out	of	bounds	
areas,	sailing	areas	and	other	restric3ons	such	as	distances	from	bank	anglers	etc.	You	are	strongly	
advised	to	keep	well	clear	of	these	areas	to	be	certain	you	do	not	fall	foul	of	this	rule.	Changes / 
amendments to the rules will apply for 2017 – please ensure you read them fully again. Any rule changes 
made at AT TEFF level need to be ratified by IFFA so changes are not easily made.

Will it be possible to pay fishing fees on the day of the qualifier?
Simple answer – NO. All fees are payable at the time of entry.

What happens if there are odd numbers on the day of the qualifier?
If there are odd numbers the local organiser will allocate one Angler to fish alone in a boat or arrange for a 
Social Angler to fill the spare place. The Local Organiser should have somebody on standby for this anyway.

Why is there such emphasis on Insurance and Risk Assessment?
In the current climate of Health & Safety it is prudent to ensure all Anglers are looked after and are safe. 

Will these new rules and multiple entries ensure that AT TEFF will get a stronger 
England Loch Style team?
Only time will tell. At the moment the International results show that there is a strong team but as each 
International is a different team based on the previous year’s final it will take a few years to see if this has any 
impact.

Do multiple entries not mean that a rich Angler can buy his way to the final if he 
fishes enough qualifiers?
Possibly but experience of Loch Style and Competition Fishing is essential to be a good International so if 
they can afford to fish several qualifiers is that not a good thing? They will have more current experience than 
an angler who qualifies from the first qualifier. They still have to fish well in the Final to finish in the 
qualifying places! The average entry in 2016 was only 1.6 per angler.
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How are any reported disputes / complaints dealt with?
At every qualifier there will be at least 3 ATTEFF nominated officials present. One is normally the event 
organiser but the others may be competing anglers or not. In the event of any complaints raised by competitors 
against other competitors (this must be done within the first 30 minutes of the weigh-in commencing) a sub-
committee of the nominated persons will be formed to adjudicate on the complaints raised. Observations and 
input from fishery staff will also be considered if available. The outcome will be announced before the results 
are made known unless input is required from other sources whereupon a decision may be delayed for several 
days. Entrants are advised not to leave the fishery after an event until the results have been announced 
and the findings from any reported disputes made known. Appeals can be made to the AT TEFF – see 
rules.

If I fall foul of the rules what will happen?
In this unfortunate event you may be disqualified from the event where the rule/s was broken whether or not 
you appear to have qualified or not. (This decision will be taken by the event organisers and nominated 
officials). You may also be banned from entering further heats in the current year and subsequent years. (This 
decision being made by ATTEFF Executive)

ENDS
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